
 

Platform Note: Preventing the next pandemic  
 

Commitment 
 
We will support global initiatives to ban wildlife markets and curb the global and domestic 
commercial trade in wild animals, products and derivatives that could contribute to the spread of 
zoonotic diseases and biodiversity loss. 
 
Background 
 
It is widely acknowledged that a wildlife market in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China, played a 
significant role in the COVID-19 outbreak.1 This market had a section which sold many live and 
dead wild animals including snakes, hedgehogs, crocodiles and raccoon dogs. The latest 
scientific evidence suggests the coronavirus may have been transmitted from bats to humans 
via another wild animal that was commercially traded and sold at the market. While scientific 
research continues to better understand the evolution of SARS-Cov-2, we know enough now to 
act. 
 
75% of new or emerging infectious diseases over the past decade originated from 
animals and principally from wildlife (e.g., MERS, Ebola, HIV/AIDS, H5N1, West Nile, 
Nipah, COVID-19).2 The 2002 SARS outbreak was also linked to a wildlife market and likely 
transmitted to humans through the Himalayan palm civets sold there. Had these markets, which 
were temporarily closed after the SARS outbreak, remain closed, the COVID-19 pandemic 
might never have happened.3  Studies show the risk of transmitting coronaviruses and other 
zoonotic diseases can increase significantly as animals are traded up the supply chain and 
increasingly exposed to stressful conditions and a wider variety of other wildlife species.4  
 
Recent reports by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP)5 and Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)6 cite the wildlife trade as a 
main driver of pandemic risk and biodiversity loss. Additionally, recent research shows the costs 
of preventing zoonotic disease outbreaks, by preventing deforestation and regulating the wildlife 
trade, could be as little as 2% of the economic costs incurred by the COVID-19 pandemic.7  
 
As the health and welfare of animals, our environment and people are interconnected, a 
holistic One Health, One Welfare approach8 needs to be adapted to prevent future global 
outbreaks. 
 
Other countries are taking action 
 
China has permanently banned the farming and consumption of many wild animals and are 
helping farmers transition to alternative livelihoods.910 Australia & US have called for a ban on 
wildlife markets.11 12 In the US, a bipartisan bill, The Preventing Future Pandemics Act is gaining 
traction and would, if passed, prohibit the import and export of wildlife for human consumption 
and medicine.13  The Netherlands has expedited a permanent ban on fur farming to prevent 
further COVID-19 outbreaks on mink farms.14 Germany has agreed to reduce the trade in wild 
animals for pets, ban the sale of wild caught animals and set up a centralized trade register.15 



 
 

And Italy, which holds the G20 Presidency, recently announced its intention to ban the import, 
detention and trade of wild and exotic animals.16 
 
Public support 
 
A 2020 poll conducted by Northstar Research found 90% of Canadians believe the global 
wildlife trade threatens biodiversity, human health and can cause pandemics; 75% support a 
permanent ban on wild animal markets; 70% support stronger laws to reduce the trade in wild 
animals in Canada; and 70% support more stringent tracking and monitoring of Canada’s 
wildlife trade.17 
 
While there are some very slight differences by demographics (age, region and gender), the 
overall findings are consistent across Canada, suggesting that there is substantial support for 
the party to pursue policies on this issue. Recommendations to take a leadership role 
internationally to significantly curb wildlife markets, while curbing the trade here in Canada, 
would demonstrate the party’s commitment to protect biodiversity, end the needless suffering of 
animals and help protect the health of Canadians by reducing the risk of global pandemics. and 
help protect the health of Canadians by reducing the risk of global pandemics. 
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