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Animal welfare survey 
Please check the appropriate answer and feel free to provide additional comments to explain your 
party’s position on this issue. 

Captive wildlife in Ontario 

In Ontario, several wild animal species that pose significant risks to the public are nonetheless legally 
permitted to be kept as pets, used for interactions with the public during mobile zoo events, and 
displayed in zoos which are for the most part unregulated. The risks to the public and the environment 
include: 

• public safety (e.g., tigers, large constrictor snakes); 
• disease risk to people (e.g., primates, parrots); and 
• risks to the native environment through establishment of invasive species or the introduction of 

novel diseases into the environment (e.g., red-eared slider, Chytrid fungus). 

Ontario is the last major jurisdiction in Canada that has not regulated the keeping of exotic wild animals, 
whether it is for pets or for zoos. Instead, this has been downloaded to municipalities, which often lack 
expertise or resources to address these issues comprehensively. This has resulted in a patchwork of 
different bylaws across the province, leaving many animals and communities unprotected. It is 
estimated that about half of all Ontario municipalities do not have any bylaw to address the presence of 
exotic wild animals.i  

There is strong public support for addressing captive wildlife issues through regulations. A 2022 Nanos 
pollii found:  

• 88% of Ontarians support having provincial regulations that would require all zoos to have a 
license and meet animal welfare and public safety standards. 

• 83% of Ontarians support having provincial regulations to restrict the trade of exotic wild 
animals kept as pets which can pose a danger to human health. 

• 72% of Ontarians support provincial regulations that would prohibit zoos and mobile zoos from 
offering close interactions with wild animals if those activities pose a public health or safety risk 
to people or animals. 
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1. Would your party support the implementation of a comprehensive zoo licencing system for native 
and exotic wild animals, to safeguard animal welfare and public health and safety? Zoos that are 
unable to meet the licencing standards would be phased out. 

 □ Yes  

 □ No 
Additional comments: 
 

2. Would your party support regulations to prohibit close interactions between people and wild 
animals that pose a risk to public health and/or safety? 

□ Yes  

□ No 
Additional comments: 
 

3. Would your party support regulations to restrict the trade, keeping and breeding of exotic wild 
animals as pets, in cases where these animals either cannot be kept humanely or may pose a threat to 
public health and/or safety? 

□ Yes  

□ No 
Additional comments: 

 

4. Would your party support a ban on the training and use of wild animals for performances and 
circus-style tricks where animals are forced to perform unnatural and demeaning behaviours (e.g., 
elephant rides and shows, monkey shows)? 

□ Yes  

□ No 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 

 

 
i https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2020/04/24/the-truth-about-exotic-animals-in-ontario.html  
ii Nanos March 2022 polling: 
https://dkt6rvnu67rqj.cloudfront.net/sites/default/files/media/ON_election_polling_on_captive_wildlife_issues_N
anos_March_2022.pdf  
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